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Honors English 9 is designed to enrich the mind of the high achieving and gifted student who is interested in making connections between literature, writing, and life.  The literature viewed in this course will range from classic novels, plays, and short stories to more contemporary works.  These will often be accompanied by writing assignments such as reader response guides, journaling, and compositions.  In all writings, structure, style, content, and grammar, will be stressed.  Depending on the nature of the assignment, students may be asked to work in groups or independently.

General Classroom Rules

1. BE PREPARED.  You should always bring your notebook, textbooks, homework and a writing utensil with you.  It will help you to be better organized if your notebook is structured in 4 parts:  Literature, Vocabulary, Grammar/Writing, and Graded Work.

2. BE COURTEOUS.  Talking out, being out of your seat, bullying of any kind or any other interruptions will not be tolerated.  Once the bell rings, you should be in your seat with your materials out and ready to go. Likewise, if I am still speaking at the end of the period, please wait until I dismiss you-not the bell!  Otherwise you may miss important materials or assignments needed for the next day.
3. BE NEAT.  Neatness in writing is a must.  If I can’t read your writing, it doesn’t count!  Your assignments should always be legible, organized, and follow the format you are given.  Failure to do these things will result in the assignment being given back to you to redo for late credit.  

4. Cell phones may only be used at the teacher’s discretion.  This means that you may only have your phone out if you have been instructed by me to do so.  If your phone is out (even sitting on your desk) at any other time after the bell has rung to start class, I WILL CONFISCATE IT!
Grading

You should keep track of your grades each nine weeks.  I will show you your grades twice during each nine week grading period (once at progress report time and once before report cards are issued).  If you wish to speak to me about your grades any other time, please see me before or after school, or during my plan period (  5-10 or 6  ).  

*  You may be graded on tests, quizzes, homework, projects, compositions, and class participation.

· Late Work  that is worth 15 pts or under will become a 0 if not turned in at the time it is due.  NO EXCEPTIONS!  (Any assignment not complete once the bell rings to begin class is considered not done and, therefore, late.)
· Late Work worth 20-35 points will lose 50% credit if turned in the following day and 25% credit the second day late.  These assignments will not be accepted after the second day.   If this spills into a weekend, this may also count as 1 day.  
· Major Projects/Compositions (40+ points) will lose 10% per day late and may not be turned in after 4 days.  If this spills into a weekend, this will also count as 1 day.  
Computer or printer failure IS NOT an excuse for turning in late work.  You can email me assignments before the due date (or write the informal ones) if necessary; however, this should be an exception.  
· Once we go over work in class, you may NO LONGER turn it in for credit, regardless of the point value. However, if I collect the assignment from the class, you may keep yours and turn it in later for late credit.  
· Cheating/ Plagiarism  Any work that has been copied from another source (in full or in part) will automatically receive a 0.  NO EXCEPTIONS!  (If the work was copied from another student, that person will also receive a 0 on his/her assignment.)
Merely changing a few words of a sentence but still using the majority of another person’s ideas and representing them as your own is still considered plagiarism!

Likewise, any work turned in on a sheet other than the original given will not be accepted since this implies the work was copied.  If you lose a worksheet or packet, see me immediately, and I will be glad to get you a new one.  Most of your materials are also available on Schoology, so you can print a new paper out from home or prior to class.
· Talking while testing will not be tolerated.  Not only does this encourage cheating, but it is very distracting to those students still working.  Anyone talking during tests/quizzes/graded assignments will be given a formal warning.  If you continue to be disruptive, you may be required to take your test again (an adapted version) and/or be sent to the office.  
· All students will utilize the turnitin.com website.  You will be required to upload your formal essays to this site for review and/or grading.  The site scans for grammatical errors as well as evidence of plagiarism.  You will be required to upload some study guides and journal entries as well.  
Requirements

1. Literature-  A portion of the reading done in this course will be done in class.   However, students should expect to have reading outside of class also.  It is your responsibility to finish the assigned reading and complete any homework given.

2.    Writing-  One of the main focuses of this classes will be on how to become a better 
Writer/communicator.  We will be focusing on narrative, persuasive, and informative    writing; however, all writings will be in relation to the texts and geared toward making students more critical thinkers.  

· All formal writing must be typed and in MLA format (see attached).  If this is a problem, see me privately when the assignment is given to set up other arrangements.  
3.  Grammar- This content will be covered periodically throughout the year and will focus on common errors which hinder fluent writing such as active/passive voice, subject-verb agreement, and pronoun-antecedent errors.    
4. Vocabulary-  Vocabulary will be done in conjunction with the literary units we will be reading in class.   Students will be given 5 words per day to learn (25 terms total) and quizzed on these every two weeks.  Cumulative tests will be given at the end of each literary unit.  (Points will vary.)  
5.  Pretest, Mid-Term, Final - The pretest will not count for a grade; however, the mid-term will be graded, and the point value will increase for the final.  The purpose of these exams is to gauge your readiness and projected achievement on the Keystone exams (taken in 10th grade), as well as to help guide and enhance our classroom lessons.  Notes will be taken on the terms at the beginning of the year, and they can be studied online at Quizlet.com.
6. Schoology may be utilized this year.  Although some assignments may be posted here, it is mostly used for a reference.  Copies of stories, vocab sheets, and study guides can be found here.  
7. Turn It In:  Students will be expected to utilize turnitin.com this year.  This website checks for plagiarism by scouring the internet for similar works.  If a student has copied his/her work in full or in part, turnitin.com will find the source and alert both the student and the teacher.  In addition to uploading work onto turnitin.com, students must also hand in a hard copy to Mrs. Peat.
Odds and Ends

· If you are absent, it is your responsibility to get any missed work (including making up tests).  You have the same number of days absent to complete the work without a penalty.  If you are in school but not in class, you are still responsible for turning your work in ON TIME.  Should you not get or complete an assignment, it will be considered late.  Upon returning to school, check the MAKE-UP FOLDER in the back of the room for your missed assignments.  If it is worth points, it will have a due date on it.  If the folder is empty, double check with me to make sure there is nothing you need.  Any work not turned in during the given time frame will become a 0.  

· Make-up work should only be place in Mrs. Peat’s hands or in the bin on her desk.  Work placed anywhere else (therefore misplaced or lost) will be considered late and will be subject to the above mentioned penalties.  Make sure your name is on every assignment you hand in (or you can’t receive credit for it)!
·  Restroom passes are to be used for emergencies only.  You should use the restroom before or after class.  If a situation arises where it is necessary for you to use the restroom during class, please ask before leaving the room and sign out!
Let’s have a great year!

